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Good afternoon families
Congratulations!! 
We have made it to the end of another very different looking term.  We would like 
to thank all our staff, students and families for the way you have all participated and 
engaged in remote learning - whatever that has looked like for all of you.  It has been 
strange and weird and different - and we made it!! Thank you!!

We hope you all enjoy the holidays - whatever we are allowed to do. Have a break 
from home learning, and just relax and enjoy the amazing weather we are having - 
hopefully it will last throughout the holidays and you have an opportunity to enjoy a 
picnic with some family and friends.

We are hoping and praying that next term looks a little more ‘normal’.
Term 4:
Week 1 - October 5th - Remote Learning continues - Learning Packs to be collected 
from school at 9am on Monday morning October 5th. The same criteria applies for the 
first week of Term 4 as for Term 3 with the students supervised at school.
Week 2 - October 12th - ALL CLASSES RETURN TO ST PETER’S from Monday October 
12th.

We will still have some safety measures in place - including parents and carers 
staying in their cars and not coming up into the school. Adults will still have to wear 
masks and we will continue with social distancing at all times. Again - we will have 
lots of staff down at the carpark in the mornings for children who will need a little 
encouragement returning to school. Last time the children were brilliant at returning 
and settled in immediately - let us hope and pray that it is the same this time around.

Casual Clothes Day
To celebrate the end of term - those who are attending supervision at school are 
invited to wear casual clothes for the last day - this Friday - the 18th of September. 
Those learning from home - you are invited to wear your uniforms for the day!! :)
School will finish the normal End of Term time at 2.15pm for those attending. 

Learning Pack Collection
The Learning Pack for Week 1 of Term 4 will be available for collection from 9am on 
MONDAY the 5th of October. You will be given a pouch that will be for one week only. 
We are all back onsite from Monday the 12th of October.  Please remember to return 
your “Spoony” when you collect the new pack.  

Summer Uniform
All children and staff are expected to wear a hat from the start of Term 4. We 
appreciate that lots of kids are going to need new pieces of summer uniform and new 
hats.  Please call the office for all uniform orders and enquiries. Hats are still able to 
be embroidered with the child’s name.

What we are praying for
Loving God,
Help us to care for your creation, to protect and look after it.
Help us to appreciate the wonder of your work, the animals, plants, fish and birds.
Help us to continue to be awed by the stars, moon, sun and planets.
Help us to look after your greatest creation - your people.
Guide us in your love and mercy.
Bless us all, today and always.
Amen.   St Kilian - Pray for Us.  St Peter - Pray for Us.

Stay safe, God bless, Jen & Mick

Return to school in Term 4
Yesterday Premier Daniel Andrews announced some changes to Victoria’s recovery plans - 
“Road Map”. Term 4:
Week 1 - October 5th - Remote Learning continues - Learning Packs to be collected from 
school at 9am on Monday morning October 5th.
Week 2 - October 12th - ALL CLASSES RETURN TO ST PETER’S 
from Monday October 12th.

We will still have some safety measures in place - including parents and carers staying in 
their cars and not coming up into the school. Adults will still have to wear masks and we 
will continue with social distancing at all times. Again - we will have lots of staff down at 
the carpark in the mornings for children who will need a little encouragement returning to 
school. Last time the children were brilliant at returning and settled in immediately - let us 
hope and pray that it is the same this time around.

Learning Pack Collection
Thank you to everyone who was able to pick up the Learning Packs on Friday afternoon 
- we hope someone got to enjoy the Father’s Day Treats!!  This Learning Pack will see us 
through to the holidays. 
You will have seen in that pack that you have the necessary 
materials to make your own “Spoony” to add to our 
Spoonville community - please return them when you are 
next at school.
**Please check if your child had a Medical Form in their 
Learning Pack - and if so - return it to the office the next 
time you are at the school.

Summer Uniform
All children and staff are expected to wear a hat from the start of Term 4. 
We appreciate that lots of kids are going to need new pieces of summer 
uniform and new hats.  Please call the office for all uniform orders and 
enquiries.

What we are praying for….
Dear God please give us all the patience and understanding we need to accept the 
continued restrictions from the government and do our best to help stop this virus. Help 
us to all continue to do the right thing so we can all return to school for Term 4!!
Bless our friends and family living in Melbourne - Help them to look after themselves and 
stay positive in this difficult time.
Amen

St Kilian - Pray for Us.
St Peter - Pray for Us.
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Good afternoon families, 

Stay safe, God bless, 
Jen & Mick
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Learning Conversations
Learning Conversations happen twice per year and are an opportunity to discuss your child’s 
learning and their first semester report with their class teacher.  This term the Learning 
Conversations are going to be done over the phone. The teachers of Years 3 - 6 will call 
families on Tuesday the 4th of August from 3.30pm and the teachers of Years Prep - 2 will 
call on Wednesday the 5th of August. If you have had a PSG with the teacher and Jenny 
Kerrins, you will not get a Learning Conversation call as well. 

Staff Spirituality Day
During term 2 the staff were booked in to have a two day Spirituality Retreat, that sadly we 
had to cancel due to Covid-19. We are now going to run an abridged version of the retreat 
on Friday the 28th of August. This will be a STUDENT FREE DAY. We ask you to pray for 
all our staff as we ask God to be with us on this day to help us focus on our ministry of 
spreading God’s love.

Carpark arrangements
We are trying to avoid the need for staggered starting and finishing times at school - so we 
ask that you remain in your cars at the end of the day please. We know it’s hard not to be 
able to catch up with others at the moment, but if we continue to have too many people 
chatting together we will have to move to staggered finishing times. If you specifically need 
to catch your child’s teacher please call the school office and a message will be given to the 
teacher to ensure they come and speak with you. 

School Photos
Today Leading Image were at St Peter’s to take our School Photos. There will be no Class 
Photo this year, but individual student photos will be placed together to make a ‘group’ 
photo. There is some more infomation attached to this newsletter. You are still able to order 
online up until this Friday if you have not done so already. For all photo enquiries please 
contact Leading Image on 1300 084 586.

Covid-19 Testing
Some people in the Bendigo community are having a Covid-19 test if they are feeling unwell.
If you are waiting for test results - please be aware:
If the person and their immediate family or any other household member are NOT presenting 
with symptoms, children can attend school as usual.
OR
If the person and their immediate family or any other household member ARE showing 
symptoms, children should not attend school until they are notified of a negative test result.
**Please be aware that this also applies to our staff - so there may be more days than 
usual that teachers are away. Please be patient and kind and appreciate that we are doing 
whatever we can to keep our community safe. 
If you have any questions about this please contact Jen or Mick.

What we are praying for….
Dear God, 
Help us to recognise your love and mercy in our lives.
Help us to see Jesus as the friend he is to us - waiting for us to seek Him.
Help us to see you as the gentle, loving, joyful, merciful God that you are.
Help us God, to be who you want us to be.
Amen
St Kilian - Pray for Us. 
St Peter - Pray for Us.

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Friday 
8.30am to 4.30pm 
Tel: 5443 9319

UNIFORM SHOP 
Closed for the time being.  
Please call the office with 
any enquiries or orders.

AFTER THE BELL 
AFTER SCHOOL CARE 
PH: 0448 375 923 

TERM DATES 
T3: 13/7/20 - 18/9/20 
T4: 5/10/20 - 18/12/20 
2021
T1: 28/1/21 - 1/4/21 
T2: 19/4/21 - 25/6/21 

Tanesha Gurnett, Grade 1 

Good afternoon families

Stay safe, God bless, Jen & Mick
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TERM DATES 
This term finishes 
Friday 18th  September. 
T4: 5/10/20 - 18/12/20 
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Dear God please give us all the patience and understanding we need to accept the 
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Bless our friends and family living in Melbourne - Help them to look after themselves and 
stay positive in this difficult time.
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PUBLIC HOLIDAYS
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Thank You Day 
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 Wellbeing Stacey Frost & Kristy Dupille 

St. Peter’s Primary School 

Despite school being a little different at the moment, Stacey (school social worker) and 
Kristy (wellbeing worker) are still available and and ready to provide any support to our 
families, especially in these uncertain and challenging times. We can be contacted at:
wellbeing@spbendigo.catholic.edu.au or you can call the school during regular school hours 
to speak to one of us or the principals. Take Care, Kristy & Stacey.

Breakfast Club is on every day from 
8:30-9:00 in the Djak Tjarra. Lots of 
yummy brekky options including hot milo, 
toast and cereal.
Food Boxes 
We have lots of food available thanks 
to Foodshare and One Box. 
We are also very fortunate to 
have the support of Georges 
Bakehouse. If you would like 
a food box sent home please 
e-mail us or chat to Jen, Mick, 
Tyler or Sherree. 

COVID-19 Assistance from the City of Greater Bendigo
 
The City of Greater Bendigo has a number of services 
and supports available through a helpline to assist 
families impacted by COVID-19, including general 
informationa dn advice, food relief, financial relief 
information, etc.
 
The City of Greater Bendigo Helpline information is 
available 7 days a week on phone 5434 6237 or via 
email covid19relief@bendigo.voc.gov.au
 
Information is also available on www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

If you’re looking for a great 
app to help with you and your 
childs’ mindfulness, we highly 
reccomend checking out 
“Smiling mind” It’s free and 
has some great resources 
like daily mindfulness and 
meditation activities for: Meal 
times, After school, On the 
go, Bedtime and Weekends, 
Family Toolkit, Digital Care 
Packs to support kids’ 
mental health throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
beyond, The smiling mind 
podcast and so much more. 

“To be forgiven, 
                          you must           ”



 Wellbeing Stacey Frost & Kristy Dupille 

St. Peter’s Primary School 

Despite school being a little different at the moment, Stacey (school social worker) and 
Kristy (wellbeing worker) are still available and and ready to provide any support to our 
families, especially in these uncertain and challenging times. We can be contacted at:
wellbeing@spbendigo.catholic.edu.au or you can call the school during regular school hours 
to speak to one of us or the principals. Take Care, Kristy & Stacey.

Breakfast Club is on every day from 
8:30-9:00 in the Djak Tjarra. Lots of 
yummy brekky options including hot milo, 
toast and cereal.
Food Boxes 
We have lots of food available thanks 
to Foodshare and One Box. 
We are also very fortunate to 
have the support of Georges 
Bakehouse. If you would like 
a food box sent home please 
e-mail us or chat to Jen, Mick, 
Tyler or Sherree. 

COVID-19 Assistance from the City of Greater Bendigo
 
The City of Greater Bendigo has a number of services 
and supports available through a helpline to assist 
families impacted by COVID-19, including general 
informationa dn advice, food relief, financial relief 
information, etc.
 
The City of Greater Bendigo Helpline information is 
available 7 days a week on phone 5434 6237 or via 
email covid19relief@bendigo.voc.gov.au
 
Information is also available on www.bendigo.vic.gov.au

Catholic 
IDENTITY

St. Peter’s Primary School 

Mr. Miggy Podosky. - Catholic Identity Coordinator

The Story
In the gospel story today, Jesus teaches his followers about how they should live in community 
with one another. Jesus gives his disciples some advice about what to do when members of 
the community make a complaint or refuse to listen.
It is important for people to belong to a community. Belonging makes us feel secure and loved.
Jesus wants us to live together as one happy family.

The Scriptures 
A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew 18:15-17

If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have won that person back.
Jesus said to his disciples:
“If one of my followers sins against you, go and point out what was wrong.
But do it in private, just between the two of you.
If that person listens, you have won back a follower.
But if that one refuses to listen, take along one or two others.
“The Scriptures teach that every complaint must be proven true by two or more witnesses.
If the follower refuses to listen to them, report the matter to the church.
“Anyone who refuses to listen to the church must be treated like an unbeliever or a tax 
collector.”

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

“If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have 
won that person back.”

“To be forgiven, 
                          you must           ”

Something to Think About
We sometimes develop the idea that being forgiven requires us to do something

- we somehow must earn God’s love and acceptance. The Law would condemn us and have us live 
under fear of punishment. Mercy means that we don’t get that punishment we deserve. 
Because of Jesus, we receive Heaven instead of punishment! He gives us all that we need, 

and we want to pass that forgiveness along to other people, as well.

The Scriptures 

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 18:21-35 

“Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how 
many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who 
sins against me? Up to seven times?”
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 
seventy-seven times.
“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king 
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
As he began the settlement, a man who owed him 
ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 
Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered 
that he and his wife and his children and all that he 
had be sold to repay the debt. “At this the ser-
vant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with 
me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 
The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled 
the debt and let him go.

“But when that servant went out, he found one of 
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver 
coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 
‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged 
him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’
“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had 
the man thrown into prison until he could pay 
the debt. When the other servants saw what had 
happened, they were outraged and went and told 
their master everything that had happened.

“Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wick-
ed servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of 
yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you 
have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I 
had on you?’ In anger his master handed him over 
to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay 
back all he owed. “This is how my heavenly Fa-
ther will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.”
                 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A



 Ecological 
STEWARDSHIP        PROJECT

Mrs. Lauren White - Eco-Stewardship Coordinator

St. Peter’s Primary School 

“Everyone’s talents and involvement are needed to redress the damage caused 
by human abuse of God’s creation.” 

(SOUTHERN AFRICAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE, 
Pastoral Statement on the Environmental Crisis, 5 September 1999)

WHAT IS THE SEASON OF CREATION?
The Season of Creation is a time where Christian communities pray and reflect on 

how people can better care for creation and be closer to God our Creator. 
   

WHEN IS THE SEASON OF CREATION?
The Season of Creation begins on the 1st of September and finishes with the feast 

of Saint Francis of Assisi on the 4th of October.

WHY DO WE HAVE THE SEASON OF CREATION?
The Season of Creation Is an annual celebration of prayer and action to protect our 

common home. Creation is a precious gift from God that needs to be protected 
and cared for by and for the sake of everyone.This year it coincides with the 5th 

anniversary of the encyclical Laudato Si written by Pope Francis in 2015. 

HOW CAN WE GET INVOLVED IN THE SEASON OF CREATION?
We can get involved in the Season of Creation celebrations by: 

• Praying- regularly for creation, ecological conversion and God as Creator 
• Reflecting on caring for creation- participate in an online Laudato Si’ study group 

or Global Catholic Climate Movement webinar
• Reducing our ecological footprint- explore ways the community can 

transition away from fossil fuels, considering meat free Fridays and following 
the reduce/reuse ideology 

• Advocate- encourage and educate others on taking action for climate change.
*RESOURCE: https://catholicearthcare.org.au/2015/08/season-of-creation-

september-1-october-4/

Save the Koala Month - 
September: the whole of 
September is dedicated 

to raising awareness, raising funds 
and sharing the love of our Koalas. 
Get more information at https://
www.savethekoala.com/how-to-help/
save-koala-month

National Threatened 
Species Day, Monday 7th: 
raises awareness of plants 
and animals that are at 

risk of extinction. Over the last 200 
years more than 100 species have 
become extinct! Find out more at 
https://www.wildlifevictoria.org.au/

National Landcare Week, 
Monday 7th - Sunday 13th 
September: celebrates the 
thousands of Australian 

Landcare/environmental care 
community groups and volunteers.  
Visit https://landcareaustralia.org.
au/ to find out more.

National Bilby Day, 
Sunday 13th September: 
celebrates and educates 
the community on the 

‘Save the Bilby Fund’ and their 
commitment to the recovery of wild 
bilby populations  and saving the 
species from extinction. https://
www.planeta.com/national-bilby-day/

 Upcoming  

EVENTS
MONTH OF 
SEPTEMBER

SEP
7th

SEP
7th-13th

SEP
13th

“The koala suffers not only the ravages of habitat destruction, disease, drought and bushfires, 
but from humans who allow their dogs to attack, their cars to speed and kill them on the roads 
and also, unfortunately, public apathy.” (Barry Scott OAM, Australian Koala Foundation, 2020)

WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO OUR KOALAS?
Habitat loss is the main threat due to land clearing, bushfires and diseases of the 
eucalypts, like ‘dieback’ which cause the trees to die. It is also estimated that 
4,000 Koalas are killed each year by cars and dogs due to losing their habitat.
Habitat loss is increased due to Australia having one of the highest land clearing 
rates in the world and 80% of Koala habitat has already been cleared. Koalas 
have ‘Home Trees’ which they visit regularly in areas called ‘Home Ranges.’ 
Unless breeding, they do not visit another Koala’s Home Tree which makes them 
more vulnerable to habitat loss. Different species of eucalyptus trees grow 
in different parts of the country so Koalas can not move around due to their 
specific dietary needs. A forest can only feed a certain amount of Koalas due 
to a limited ‘carrying capacity’ which again means Koalas can not just move. 
Queensland, NSW, Victoria and South Australia are the only states where Koalas 
are found naturally in the wild.

AREN’T KOALAS PROTECTED?
Although Koalas themselves are protected by law, around eighty 
percent of any remaining habitat occurs on privately owned 
land and almost none of that is protected by legislation. There 
is currently no legislation to protect Koalas and Koala habitat 
in Australia. The listing of the koala as “vulnerable” under the 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act in 
2012 changed nothing. This is supposed to be the premier law for 
protecting Australia’s environment, yet it is powerless. By the time 
you read this page the bulldozers may already be working, but it is 
not too late to take action. 

WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP KOALAS?
Join the Koala Army at the Australian Koala Foundation 
to help the introduction of a Koala Protection Act. This 
would provide real legislative protection for koalas. Let 
the media know about the plight of our Koalas- write 
letters to local and national newspapers. Let your local 
member of Government know we want to protect Koalas 
and their habitats and get them to commit to saving 
them. 
*RESOURCE: https://www.savethekoala.com/about-
koalas/interesting-facts

Save the Koala Month 
Sharing the love of our Koalas for all of 
September to raise awaren awareness and 
Get more information at https://www.
savethekoala.com/how-to-help/save-koala-
month.
Sunday 13th
National Bilby Day - Celebrates and 
educates the community on the ‘Save the 
Bilby Fund’ and saving the species from 
extinction. https://www.planeta.com/
national-bilby-day/

Wednesday 16th
International ‘Ozone Day’
United Nations Environment Programme 
educates the world on the preservation 
of the Ozone Layer. http://www.unep.fr/
ozonaction/events/ozoneday/index.htm 

Sunday 20th
Sustainable House Day - explore 
inspiration and unique homes from all over 
the country with 30 virtual sessions.. 
https://sustainablehouseday.com/ 

Tuesday 22nd
World Car-Free Day- a showcase for just 
how our cities and towns might look, feel and 
sound without cars. Leave the cars at home 
and ride, walk, skate or scoot. https://www.
infocarfreeday.net/ 

Thursday 24th
World Maritime Day 
Sustainable Shipping for a Sustainable Planet 
- raising awareness of the need to reduce 
pollution, manage water better, protect 
the polar regions, reduce marine litter. 
http://www.imo.org/en/About/Events/
WorldMaritimeDay/ 

Sunday 27th
World Rivers Day - a celebration of the 
world's waterways- and encouraging the 
improved stewardship of rivers around the 
world.  http://worldriversday.com/ 

Tuesday 29th
International Day of Awareness on 
Food Loss and Waste Reduction - Raising 
awareness that one-third of food produced 
for human consumption is lost or wasted 
globally while more than 820 million people 
in the world continue to go hungry every 
day. https://www.un.org/en/observances/
end-food-waste-day 

Colouring competition 
attached to the back of this newsletter, 
if you’d like to enter it please return it to 
Mrs White when you return to School by 
Wednesday Oct 14th.

Upcoming Events

WHY DO WE NEED KOALAS?
The Koala is an iconic Australian animal, known globally and much 
loved. Koalas are also ambassadors for many other Australian bush 
species because trying to protect bushland areas to save Koalas 
also protects the habitat of other animal and plant species. Koalas 
also have great cultural significance to Aboriginal Australians and 
feature in Dreamtime stories, songs, and rock art. They were 
an abundant food source until European arrival, which saw the 
numbers drastically depleted.  It is now estimated by the Australian 
Koala Foundation (AKF) that there are only 40,000 - 80,000 
Koalas left in Australia and numbers are decreasing at an alarming 
rate. Much of their habitat has already been lost, making it vital to 
save what is left now. 

SEPTEMBER
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Project timeline
The following is the anticipated timelines for the BMX Pump Track Upgrade:

• Consultation on the concept – to September 21, 2020

• Consideration of feedback, concept revisions – September 2020 

• Request for Quotes – October 2020

• Commence building – November 2020

• Anticipated completion – before Christmas

Long Gully Pump Track 
Concept Layout Plan

Staggered fences to separate 
tracks and direction

New sign - Long Gully 
BMX track

Upgraded BMX track

Proposed beginner BMX track
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Monday- Let's make some paper plate flying saucers
Tuesday- Monster or alien Bookmark creations 

Wednesday- Design and make a monster or alien book 
Thursday- Using Michele's monster dies let's make some birthday cards

Friday- Last Day Of Term Fun and Games

Registration is FREE all you need to do is visit
our website at

www.afterthebell.com.au 
and complete the online Registration Form. 

 Please feel free to contact our head office as
we are happy to help you out with the process.

CONTACT US
OSHC- 0448 375 923

Head Office- 9758 6744
Program Leader- Michele

JUNIOR LEADER 
GOES TO

St Peter's OSHC
Newsletter

EXCITING PROGRAM AHEAD 

JOKE OF THE WEEK 
Q: What happens when you tell an

egg a joke?

A: It cracks up! HIGHLIGHTS
JOIN THE FUN OF OSHC 

Lochlan is this weeks junior leader.  He had
been away on remote learning and came

back into OSHC and straight back into
designing with Lego.

Well Done!
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